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From The President

Ron Cartlidge

The International Convention of the Society of
American Magicians was once again athrill. | was
proud to be your President and accept the Harry Houdini
Award once again as the chapter with the best
membership growth and then to receive a certificate for
our work on Magic Week. Y our organization has shown
tremendous growth in the past two years and thereisa
lot to do asamember. The Annua Magic Competition
has blossomed beyond imagination to the point that we
will use the 400 seat State Theater next year. Our
annua Magic Auction brought in over $7,000 last year
and we have anew and larger facility for thisyear's
auction at the First Baptist Church. Our Magic Week
activities brought tears to the eyes last year aswe
presented the Paramount with a framed portrait of
Houdini. There are more exciting things to do. |
attended a Magic Week lecture at the Boston
convention and have several new ideas for thisyear's
Magic Week activities (October 25-31). We are now
working with the Paramount Theater on our annual
competition and looking at producing a show with the
theater on ajoint 50/50 split of the proceeds.

Finally, The Society of American Magicians are looking
for alocation for their Magica Arts Center and | would
like for usto take the lead in finding alocation herein
Austin, Texas. This new center is expected to have a
theater and become the headquarters of the Society of
American Magicians. Doc Seaton and | will meet with
Jay Gorham in London next week to discuss the

possibility of this happening. Hopefully the club will endorse thisidea at no cost to the
organization.



about the great magic that isgoing on in Austin. By putting everything in one place, you'll be
able to find out everything at once. | think you will appreciate the change. Look for itin
September.

Enjoy thishistoric issue. Please support the new newsletter next month.

July Meeting Minutes

Secretary, Roger Gorss

Hull Y oungblood, the Sgt at Arms called the meeting to order. The President Ron Cartlidge and
Vice President Doc Seaton were visiting London's, Magic Circle for its Centennial Celebration.
Hull also read aletter from President Cartlidge, it was announced that Assembly 206 won the
Harry Houdini Award for the greatest growth of membership in alarge club. In addition,
Assembly 206 is now the 4th largest Assembly in the world. Thiswas announced at the recent
Society of American Magicians National Convention in Boston.

Hull next introduced John Dipalma, the evenings program coordinator. John had put together an
agendafocused on Card Magic that changed up the pace of recent meetings. In a personal dialog,
John related hislove for Card magic and specifically that he practiced sleights as he drove
between work sites. Next he shared that he had gotten surveys backs from members which had
focused on card magic.

As John read responses of members personal feeling regarding favorite sleights, tricks and
opinions. The reading of these surveys were very interesting and interspersed between watching
video clips of legendary card men Tamariz, Harris, Cervon (on Vernon) and Ammarr. Hull aso
taught atrick, anice "card to pocket".

Through out the evening there were substantial door prizes provided by Lance Truatman, the
owner of the Magic Store in the River Center Mall in Downtown San Antonio.

The evening wrapped up with adisplay of card magic from last years TAOM Close Up winner
Rolando Medina. He shared his renditions of Card Warp, Red Hot Mamma and a Card to Watch.



Members then stayed around trading favorite card effects. Also Cy Albertson, owner of Cedar
Parks new magic store Texas magic supply handed out complementary DVDs.

The Amazing Ray’s Summer Tour Show Report

[ed: Thisnext articleisararelook at the work which goesinto putting on a large magic show. It would be good
reading if it were written by a world famous illusionist. It is absolutely fascinating reading when written by one of
our youngest and hardest working performers, The Amazing Ray. It'sall here, the good and the not so good.
There's something in here for all of usto learn from.]

Staging amagic and illusion show is very difficult. | began creating the show March which was
five months before the show. | stayed up late on the weekends and during the summer writing
scripts, staging routines, finding the right music, and working out problems along the way.
Presenting this type of show took alot more than just one person. | couldn’t have done it by
myself. | had to have someone edit all of the music, book the theater, print souvenirs, print
photos, make the illusions, print the tickets, make programs for the show, sew a curtain for our
Sub Trunk, and probably some more things | cant think of at the moment.

When | finally had the entire show written it was time to work on the music, which was a very
difficult task. Luckily my grandmawho is my photographer and audio visual consultant was able
to edit all of the music and get it copied onto CD’s. Once we had everything done it was time to
start rehearsing the show. We started rehearsing in Texas about six weeks before the show.
Meanwhile | still had my printer in Floridaworking on printing up T-shirts and Tickets for the
show. We continued to practice really hard every day. We left for Georgiaaweek and a half
before the show. We got to Georgiawith all of our magic stuff. We stayed at my mom’sfriend's
house, where about eight other people were staying at the time. So their garage became my
studio, we set everything up the next day. We then got with our crew of Stage Technicians,
Audio Technicians, FX Technicians and Assistants to begin rehearsing the show in the garage.
We ran thru the show twice every night, that way we could visit family during the day. The crew
had the show down in about two days. We continued our rehearsals every day. The day before
the show we ran into asmall problem. One of our par can lights burned out. We had ordered the
lightsin Texas and there was nothing they could do for us. We called local electric shops but no
one knew what a par can even was. We finally found a place in Dallas, Texas that could ship usa
Par Can Bulb by 10:30AM the next morning which would be the day of the show. That night we
loaded up the truck and got everything else ready to pull out early that next morning. My
Audio/Video Consultant flew in from Texas. She was staying in ahotel down the road; | decided
to spend the night before the show with her because living in a house with ten or twelve people
isvery stressful. | got agood nights sleep that evening.

Saturday, July 23 The Day of The Show

| woke up early that morning. We al drove in two separate vehicles to the auditorium which was
inside of the Georgia Museum Of Art on the University Of Georgia Campus in Athens, Georgia.
We arrived there at 11:00 AM. | met my Lighting Technician who worked at the auditorium. The
crew unloaded al of the props and equipment while | set everything up for our full dress
rehearsal. While | was setting up my Audio Consultant was going over everything with the
Lighting Technician. Once we were al set up, the crew tested the fog machines, did a
microphone check, and made sure that everything was working properly while | changed into my
costume for our dress rehearsal.



At 11:45 AM everything was set up and we were ready for rehearsal. We ran through the show
like it was the real thing. We discovered afew angle problems with our sub trunk and we quickly
corrected it by laying podiums sideways on the floor and throwing black sheets over them.

In ashow like this everyone has their responsibilities and knows exactly what to do and when to
doit. If they just worry about their selves and get their job done the show will work perfectly and
that is what everyone did. We were finished with the rehearsal at 12:45 PM and that is when the
doors opened. We quickly carried everything off stage. And re set for my appearance that isto
be onstage when the audience arrives. My assistant sold tickets in the lobby, my stage hands
were ushers, my audio technician was playing pre show music, and my audio visual consultant
was busy making sure that the lighting technician had everything down. Thisleft me backstage
by myself having to reset the entire show, change back into my first costume (because we have a
costume change at intermission,) put on my make-up and hook up my wireless microphone. It
had to all be done in less than 45 minutes. | did it all backstage while the audience arrived.

At 1:.25 PM my assistant closed the ticket sales and came backstage, the stage hands were
finished ushering so they too reported backstage. My audio visual consultant began getting the
cameraready to videotape the show. | was in my costume and ready backstage. The five minute
warning played thru the sound system. One final pre show song played and then it was show
time.

My friend Cody Fisher had sent me arecording informing the audience that they couldn’t take
pictures or videotape the show. The stage was dark and began to fill with fog. Keith Kelly who
works at Esther’s Follies with Ray Anderson recorded my introduction. | walked out onto the
stage in the darkness. My introduction played. The lights came up and the show began.
Everything was going great. The show was half way over. | closed the first half of the show with
my Vortex — light up Dancing Cane Routine which | learned all from my friend Ray Anderson.

| ran offstage and announced the five minute intermission. | was in the middle of changing
clothes when my stage hand ran into my dressing room and told me that the sub trunk fell apart
(the trunk was sold to me by Peter The Adequate, Thanks alot Peter! Just kidding.) My pants
were half way on and there was only about two minutes left in the intermission. | found my
screwdriver and ran to the wing. Luckily they didn’t have it out on the stage when it fell apart. |
quickly tightened the connectors, and then ran back into my dressing room. There was only
about 30 seconds left in the intermission and | didn’t have my shoes on yet. | quickly got them
on and stuffed all of the stuff | needed in my pocket. | didn’t have enough time to put on my belt
so | said forget it. | ran out onto the stage to begin the second half of the show.

My assistant Cuddles and | performed the Sub Trunk which was a huge success. After the
illusion | was at down stage pretending to teach the audience how to do a magic trick. The stage
crew ran out to clear the Sub Trunk, they lifted it up and the bottom of the trunk fell out (thanks
again Peter) and then the side walls started to collapse. The audience started laughing and was
paying no attention to me at the moment. They finally covered it and got it off stage. The show
went on we performed another illusion, and then my final illusion which | call Mission
Impossible. It was areal dramatically presentation of the tip over box principal. The Mission
Impossible theme played the assistants wheeled out the box and spun it around. The box was
tilted forward and shown empty. | blew up a sculpting balloon and made it into a weenie dog
(dachshund.) | threw the balloon into the box. The assistants spun the box around one more time.
| opened the lid and the audience roared. | pulled out alive weenie dog (dachshund) “Give it up



for our newest crew member, thisis Watson The Magical Dachshund,” | said. | had palmed a
small squirt bottle, when the audience began to applaud | shot water into the audience making it
look asif the dog had an accident. The audience ducked for cover, | mean they freaked out.
”Oops he got excited.” | said and then showed them the bottle. The dog was wearing his Got
Magic collar / bandanna which added to the effect. The audience roared. It was the hit of the
show. | called it my grand finale, but | then asked if they had time for one more. | then went into
my true finale which was my bubble act. After that the show was over | came back on stage for a
final good bye with “forever young” by Rod Stewart playing. | bowed and then introduced my
mom, | mean assistant Christine. We bowed together and then left the stage. The show was over.
| changed into my casual clothes while my crew was in the lobby selling souvenirs; we had T-
shirts, pictures, and magic tricks for the kids. | came out about ten minutes later. | ended up
signing people’'s shirts, and about 100 programs, and then some pictures. Some of the families
wanted pictures with me. It was great. The audience wowed and had a great time.

The Atlanta SAM was invited to the show only four of them showed up (Atlanta has a small
society.) They al said | was pursuing Mr. Copperfield. They gave the show a 10 out of a 10, and
said it was well worth the drive from Atlanta. | learned alot about this type of performing and
working with others. It is definitely what | want to continue to do throughout my magic career.

| want to thank the entire SAM in Austin, Texasfor all of your help and support. Ray

Anderson —for your Help with the Dancing ~ John Maverick — Thanks for answering all of
Cane, inspiration with illusions, and answering my questions | had when we first met.

the many questions | had. _
Peter The Adequate — For selling us the Sub

ChrisWalden — For all of you helpwiththe  Trunk that fell apart (just kidding)

lighting design, and answering al the questions _ _
we had. Keith Kelly — Introduction Recording

Cody Fisher —Voice Recordingsto usein the
show, your help finding a fake hand, and
answering alot of my questions.

Thanks Everyone!

[ed: Thanksto you Ray. That wasa great story.]

idea stuck with me. Several times| have been in California, tantalizingly close to the Castle.
Each time there were circumstances that prevented it. Thistime| got lucky.

Thereis not time for me to tell you everything that | experienced at the Castle. 1t was more than
| expected in some areas, less in others, but overall completely overwhelming.



In the small world category one of the first people that | saw upon walking into the Castle was
Nelson Fu. You may recall Nelson as a graduate student at UT who recently became scarce
from SAM meetings. | found out that the reason why is that he completed his studies and moved
back to California, where isis amember of the Academy of Magical Arts (the Magic Castle).
Nelson said he is happy to provide a pass for anyone who happens to visit. Just give him acall.
His emall is nelson.fu@mba05.mccombs.utexas.edu and his phone number is 512-507-7308.
(The phone number is amobile which still has a512 area code. All could change at any time.)

If you get a chance to go to the Magic Castle, takeit. Thereisalot of wonderful detail there
that only you will appreciate.
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NEWES

Magic Around Austin

August 2005

@ |BM Ring 60 Past President's Night
- Thursday, 2", 7:00 PM, at Pok-e-Jo's on 5" &t.
@ SAM Assembly 206 Meeting. Topic: Parlor Magic, hosted by Bertil Fredstrom
« Monday, 15th, 7:00 PM, at Omni Southpark Hotel
« For information see articles in this newsletter and the website:
http://www.austinmagi c.org/sam/news.html
@ SYM Assembly 133 Meeting
@ Wednesday, 17", 7:00 PM, Pok-e-Jo's in Brodie Oaks Shopping Center.
@ John Maverick's Unbirthday Party
. Saturday, 20", 9:30 PM at Elysium, 705 Red River
. For information, contact John Maverick.
@ Sensai Strange, Chris Walden and Company
- Sunday, 21%, 10:00 AM at Ruta Maya Coffee House

If you would like your event included , please emall it to chris@wadenmagic.com.

Annual Magic Auction Just Months Away

Do you realize that our annual auction isjust around the corner? It's less than three months
away. Why not start getting your items ready to sell. We expect a much larger auction than last
year's $7,000 plus affair. The facility will be as good as almost anything we have had in the
past. We don't have to set up a stage, because it is aready there. Thereis plenty of downtown
parking and meters are free on Saturdays. We aready have one large donation of magical items
worth between $600 and $1,000. Thisyear we will have tagging teams, so expect a night of two
or tagging items for the auction. We may even have our first catalog of items this year.

The date is October 22 (a Saturday) at 9th and Trinity in downtown Austin. Mark your calendars
now. It all beginsat 9 AM.

Assembly 206 Named Fastest Growing Assembly In The World

At the Society of American Magicians convention in Boston, Assembly 206 was presented with
the Harry Houdini Award for the second year in arow. The Houdini Award is awarded to the
top chapter with over fifty members in the area of member-ship growth. Other winnersin the
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area of membership growth were chapters with 7 to 15 members, Miami, Florida, 16 to 25
members, a chapter in Puerto Rico, 26 to 35 members, (Howard Thurston Award), Henderson,
Nevada, 36 to 50 members, (Harry Kellar Award), a chapter in New Jersey, Assembly 161.

Assembly 206 was also presented a certificate for our work on Magic Week which included a
proclamation from the Mayor's Office as well as the Houdini presentation to the Paramount
Theater. The later also received abeautiful write-up in our national magazine, MUM.

New rankings were listed in the Board of Directors program which was presented at the National
Council Meeting in Boston. Records for SAM Assemblies are as follows:

#1 New York, New York---147 Members (11 unpaid)
#2 Philadelphia, PA.---117 Members (16 unpaid)

#3 St. Louis, MO.---95 Members (8 unpaid)

#4 AUSTIN, TEXAS---84 Members (7 unpaid)

#5 Concord, CA.---82 Members (4 unpaid)

#6 Los Angeles, CA.---81 Members (3 unpaid)

#7 Houston, Texas---79 Members (12 unpaid)

#8 Portland, Oregon---76 Members (11 unpaid)

#9 Elmhurst, IL (Chicago)---70 Members (7 unpaid)
#10 Salem, MA.---69 Members (6 unpaid)

#11 Newton, MA.---65 Members (4 unpaid)

#12 Worchester, MA.---55 Members (10 unpaid)

#13 Tucson, AZ.---54 Members (6 unpaid)

#14 Scottsdale, AZ.---52 Members (2 unpaid)

#15 New Orleans, LA.---49 Members (5 unpaid)

#16 Rochester, New York---48 Members (2 unpaid)
#17 Greenbrook, New Jersey---46 Members (2 unpaid)
#18 Long Island, New York---44 Members (5 unpaid)
#19 Milwaukee, WI.---43 Members (5 unpaid)

Atlanta, Georgia---42 Members (7 unpaid)

The Society of American Magicians reported atotal membership of 5,886 memberswhich isa
loss of 337 members from last year. The cut-off date on membership is May 31 of each year.
There were 427 new members in the organization during the past year of which 24 came from
Assembly 206. Clearly, Assembly 206 isa Crown Jewel in the top hat of the Society of
American Magicians.
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SYM Assembly 133 Goes Unrecognized Despite 230% Growth

Despite agrowth of 230% by SYM Assembly 133 and aretention rate of 100%, there was no
recognition for our young members assembly in Boston. Perhapsit is because our starting date
was at last year's national convention in St. Louis when the group chartered with just 5
members. At any rate our young members are to be congratulated for their membership growth
from our chapter date and specia thanks go to Doc Seaton and Danna L uther for all of their hard
work in the organization of the Assembly. Just for the record, our SY M takes a back seat to
amost no one. A lot of our regular SAM members have not dropped by to see this exciting new
club. Youshould! SYM not only stands for Society of Y oung Magicians, but for you Sharing
Your Magic! At any rate, hereisour first year results:

#1 Concord, California 38 Members

#2 Stamford, Connecticut 26 Members
#3 Hatboro, PA. 21 Members

#3 Honolulu, Hawaii 21 Members

#5 AUSTIN, TEXAS 18 Members

#5 Winnipeg, Canada 18 Members

#5 Tampa, Florida 18 Members

#8 Kansas City, Kansas 16 Members

#9 Columbia, Maryland 15 Members

#10 Boston, MA. 14 Members

#10 Brooklyn, New York 14 Members

#10 Columbia, South Carolina 14 Members
#13 Mascoutah, IL. 12 Members

#13 Tucson, AZ. 12 Members
#15 Bermuda 11 Members

The SYM has atotal world membership of 673 members. According to national records, their
was aloss in membership for the year of 113 members. | would think that SYM 133 in Austinis
also fast becoming ajewel inthe SYM crown.

Boston Hosts Sensational Convention For SAM

About 1,000 members of the SAM descended on Boston for the 4th of July and our annual magic
convention. Included in that total were three members of Assembly 206, President Ron
Cartlidge, Life-Time Member Ramon Galindo, and National Vice-President Opie Houston.
Houston was elected to a second term to his office by a vote of members of the Gulf States
Region. New Mexico asked for a change in the name, Gulf States, since they are certainly not a
gulf state and suggested South Central.
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All four stage shows were wonderful and the Hancock Theater where the shows were held was
just ablock and a half from the convention hotel, The Park Plaza.

Opening night featured a nice dove act by David Oliver, classic magic by Denny Haney, and the
always comica magic of Kohl & Company. John Cassidy also provided alot of comedy with
his balloon act and the Gulmorian team produced a pack of dogsin their illusion act. The Senior
Stage Contest was very good on the second night and two contestants were almost too good.
One producing awell trained parakeet from an orange and the other interacting with atelevision
set. The All-Star Japanese Review provided alot of fun for everyone. The beauty, movements,
and comedy were extremely nice by this Japanese group. The final night brought out two huge
stars, George Satorial with his award winning dove act and Juan Mayora from Spain whose act,
you just have to see. His effects that he creates are marvel ous!

| was somewhat disappointed in the Stars of Tomorrow program and will tell you that any of our
three acts from our young membersin the Assembly contest a couple of months ago would have
done well here. That is not to say that some of the acts were very good, because they were.
Joshua Cohen from Canton, MA. did anice job as master of ceremonies and Trigg Burrago from
Slidell, LA. drew some nice applause. Wendy Kalver from Providence, RI. who is the daughter
of Bruce Kalver showed us one-third of her act with the Mona Lisa.

George Schindler, was named the Dean of the Society of American Magicians during the Board
meeting to replace recently deceased Jay Marshall.

Society Of American Magicians Looking For A Home

No, Assembly 206 is not moving. However the International Organization of the Society of
American Magiciansis moving. The Society isbased in St. Louis, but only because our National
Administrator livesthere. The Society has no building to call its home. That may change as
Past National President, Jay Gorham, is the head of a committee that is |ooking for asite to build
or remodel an existing building for the headquarters. Cities that have thrown their hats into the
ring are: Washington D. C., Las Vegas, Nevada, and Chicago, IL. None however meet al of the
criteriathat has been posted by the committee. (1) A central location in the United States (2) A
place of tourism (3) A warm weather climate (Did anyone say Austin?) (4) Cost associated
with theregion (5) A family atmosphere. Austin, Texas would fit the bill for each of these five
conditions and where better to settle than where one of their strongest Assembliesis? Austin,
Texasisthe most centrally located of the four cities mentioned. Las Vegas and Washington

D. C. have the edge on Austin as atourist center, but neither could touch Austin on family
values. Only Austin and Las Vegas are warm weather cities, but if you think Austin is hot right
now, try Las Vegas. The Society wants to build a National Academy of the Magical Arts. What
better place that Austin, "The Live Music Capitol of the World".

Society Of American Magicians Selects Dallas As Convention
Site For 2007, New Orleans 2008

The next convention for the Society of American Magicians will be held in Louisville, Kentucky
in July 2006. However, after that, there will be two back-to-back conventions that you should
consider attending. If you've never been to anational convention, you'll have onein your
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backyard in 2007. Dallas, Texas was awarded the site for that year. Since | became a member of
the magic community in 1993, only the Magician Collectors Convention has been held in Texas
(Ft. Worth). Neither the IBM or SAM has hosted a convention in Texas.

The other good news isthat in 2008 the IBM and SAM will join hands for one joint summer
convention of FISM proportions. That'sright, a FISM type atmosphere in New Orleans with 50
stage acts and 50 close-up acts from all over the world. Both organizations had planned to bid
on the FISM site for 2009, but due to constraints placed on both organizations by FISM, it was
impossible to continue with the bid.

This should be just as good and on our own soil. Room rates are already locked in at $99 per
night at the Hilton Hotel which is near both the French Quarter and the Casino in downtown
New Orleans.

These two great sites almost make you forget about Louisville. Kentucky Magic has aways
been noted as agood area for magicians. Brad Henderson is a product of Kentucky Magic. This
too should be a very good convention even if it isjust over athousand miles away.

SAM SdaBim is amonthly publication of
the Society of American Magicians
Assembly 206, Austin, Texas.

Submissions are due the 25" of the
previous month and should be sent to Chris
Walden, cmwal den@mythmade.com.
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